
M
eet Larry Baras, a m

iddle-aged Jew
ish bakery ow

ner 
from

 Boston. W
ith no prior sports m

anagem
ent experi-

ence, he sets out to create Israel’s ! rst professional 
baseball league. W

ith extraordinary access, Holy Land 
Hardball follow

s the unlikely form
ation of the Israel 

Baseball League, the ! rst ever professional baseball 
circuit in the M

iddle East. Their task is to bring to Israel a 
sport they have m

anaged to live w
ithout for 5,767 years. 

The ultim
ate question is, “If w

e build it, w
ill they com

e?”

• In person: D
irector Erik Kesten and tw

o ball players 
from

 the ! lm
, Ari Alexenberg and Jim

 Pierce.
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SEN
IO

RS FREE LU
N

CH
EO

N
 

and M
ATIN

EE
M

aine H
istorical Society 

489 Congress St., Portland

12:00 PM
 Free Luncheon

Luncheon lim
ited to ! rst 60 seniors 65 years and older 

w
ho reserve. Call 207.831.7495 to secure a reservation.

1:00 PM
  Everybody’s Uncle Sam

: The 
Life and Legacy of Sam

 L. Cohen

D
irector: Jim

 G
abbe

Country: U.S. | 2009 | D
ocum

entary
D

uration: 33 m
in. 

Language: English

A lively portrayal of the Biddeford m
an w

hose legacy 
bene! ts the people of southern M

aine.  The in" uences 
of Sam

’s hom
etow

n, his parents, and the Jew
ish com

-
m

unity are explored from
 the turn of the 20th century 

until his death in 2003. Special attention is paid to the 
Shul on Bacon Street. W

hile Sam
 w

as “a genuinely chari-
table m

an,” m
indful of Tikum

 O
lam

 (righteous giving), 
his zest for life and fun-loving nature are also vividly 
portrayed.

1:30 PM
  The D

ebt

D
irector: Assaf Bernstein

Country: Israel
D

uration: 93 m
in.  | 2007 | Feature

Language: Hebrew
, Germ

an, Russian w
/ English subtitles

Forty years after the supposed capture of the ! ctional 
N

azi w
ar crim

inal know
n as “The Surgeon of Birkenau,” 

tw
o ex-M

ossad agents are alerted that he m
ay still be 

alive. D
esperate to keep their secret—

that the Surgeon 
actually escaped im

prisonm
ent under their w

atch—
they head to the U

kraine to ! nd him
 and ! nish the job. 

The suspenseful pursuit w
ill keep you on the edge of 

your seat.

• Screening free for patrons 65 and older. G
eneral 

  audience w
elcom

e at regular ticket prices. All 
  seats require a ticket.

5:00 PM
  Zrubavel  w

ith Shorts
N

ickelodeon Cinem
as | 1 Tem

ple St., Portland 

M
ustard D

oublebreasted
D

irector: Phyllis G
raber Jensen

Country: U
SA | 2009 | D

ocum
entary short

D
uration: 10 m

in. 
Language: English
As the 40th anniversary of his bar m

itzvah approaches, a son 
and his parents recall the experience.

The Bat M
itzvah G

ift
D

irector: Shoshana H
oose

Country: U
SA | 2003 | D

ocum
entary short

D
uration: 9 m

in. 
Language: English
A m

other’s yearlong search for the perfect present to give 
her daughter on her 13th birthday. 

Zrubravel
  D

irector: Shm
uel Beru

Country: Israeli | U
SA | 2008 | Feature

D
uration: 72 m

in. 
Language: Am

haric, H
ebrew

, w
/ English subtitles

The ! rst Israeli ! lm
 by a team

 of Ethiopian Israelis. Itzhak, 
soon to be a bar m

itzvah, dream
s of becom

ing the 
Spike Lee of Israel and ! lm

s a docum
entary about the 

neighborhood’s residents. H
e com

es from
 an Ethiopian 

im
m

igrant fam
ily led by his grandfather w

hose dream
 

is that his children w
ill becom

e accepted in Israel in a 
w

ay he w
ill never be. A chain of events ignites a clash 

of generations – the Ethiopian traditions cherished by 
Gita and his w

ife, and the younger generation’s desire to 
assim

ilate.
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6:00 PM
 O

pening N
ight Party

G
reenhut G

alleries | 146 M
iddle St., Portland

Join us for appetizers and drinks.

M
A

IN
E PREM

IERE 8:00 PM
 Ajam

i 
N

ickelodeon Cinem
as | 1 Tem

ple St., Portland 

D
irector: Scander Copti | Yaron Shani

Country: G
erm

any | Israel | 2009 | Feature
D

uration: 120 m
in. 

Language: Arabic | H
ebrew

 w
ith English subtitles

A gritty, urban crim
e dram

a brim
m

ing w
ith raw

 energy 
and razor sharp insights, Ajam

i tells the interw
oven 

stories of Jew
ish, M

uslim
 and Christian neighbors often 

living in violence and disharm
ony in an im

poverished 
Ja# a, Israel neighborhood. The sw

eeping cast of char-
acters – illegal w

orkers, gangs, drug dealers, revenge 
squads, corrupt police and clandestine inter-religious 
lovers – are all vividly portrayed by non-professional 
actors w

ho are actual Ajam
i residents. Their disparate 

stories are tied together by a revenge killing and drug 
deal gone bad. Shuttling back and forth through tim

e, 
interlocking events are w

itnessed through the eyes of 
di# erent characters, thus changing audience percep-
tions and responses. The ! lm

 is co-directed by Israeli 
and Palestinian ! lm

m
akers, Yaron Shani and Scandar 

Copti (w
ho acts in the ! lm

 as w
ell).  Adult them

es and 
content.

• Ajam
i is a 2010 O

scar nom
inee for the Best Foreign 

Language Film
. This is the ! rst Arabic-language ! lm

 
to represent the Jew

ish state at the Academ
y Aw

ards. 
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1:00 PM
 H

ey, H
ey It’s Esther Blueberger

N
ickelodeon Cinem

as | 1 Tem
ple St., Portland

D
irector: Cathy Randal

Country: Australia | 2008 | Feature
D

uration: 101 m
in.  

Language: English

Esther Blueberger is a unique m
is! t in an elite girls school. 

She is also gutsy, opinionated and refreshingly deter-
m

ined to be true to her ow
n ideals rather than conform

. 
Any schoolgirl w

hose best friend is a duck she rescued 
from

 the school laboratory and nam
ed ‘N

orm
al’ is likely to 

! nd life di$  cult in her teenage years. It is not until Esther 
m

eets the equally non-conform
ist Sunni (Castle-Hughes, 

W
hale Rider) and her outrageous m

other (Toni Collette, 
Little M

iss Sunshine) that she ! nds kindred spirits w
ho lead 

her in unexpected directions.  M
ature them

es.

FREE YO
U

TH
 FILM

4:00 PM
 Inside H

ana’s Suitcase
N

ickelodeon Cinem
as | 1 Tem

ple St., Portland

D
irector: Larry W

einstein
Country: Canada/Czech Republic | 2009 | D

ocum
entary

D
uration: 90 m

in.  
Language: English, Czech & Japanese; English subtitles

Inside Hana’s Suitcase tells the present-day story of a 
group of Japanese children w

ho, w
ith the help of their 

passionate and tenacious teacher, Fum
iko Ishioka, are 

able to solve the m
ystery of a young Czech girl, H

ana 
Brady, w

hose nam
e appears on an old battered suitcase 

in the Auschw
itz M

useum
. The ! lm

 follow
s Fum

iko’s 
search to discover the details of H

ana’s life, w
hich leads 

to the discovery of her older brother, George, in Toronto. 
As young children, they had been incarcerated in 
Theresienstadt after the N

azis invaded Czechoslovakia 
in 1939. A rem

arkable story brought to life through the 
contem

porary young voices of three groups of children 
from

 Japan, Canada and the Czech Republic.

• Children under 18 adm
itted free. All seats require a ticket.

6:00 PM
 A M

atter of Size
N

ickelodeon Cinem
as | 1 Tem

ple St., Portland

D
irector: Erez Tadm

or | Sharon M
aym

on
Country: France | G

erm
any | Israel | U

SA | U
nited 

  Kingdom
 | 2009 | Feature

D
uration: 90 m

in. 
Language: H

ebrew
, Japanese w

ith English subtitles

A M
atter of Size is an absolutely enjoyable ! lm

. H
erzl 

(Itzik Cohen) is and alw
ays has been overw

eight. 
N

ew
ly unem

ployed, living at hom
e w

ith his m
other in 

Ram
la and banished from

 his w
eight-loss program

, he 
! nds him

self w
ashing dishes in a Japanese restaurant. 

There, he is introduced to sum
o w

restling. The sport, 
w

here size is an asset, transform
s H

erzl. W
ith a few

 
large friends, he pursues his new

 found passion, w
hich 

transform
s all their lives and gives them

 an entirely new
 

perspective on life. A M
atter of Size is a com

edy about 
a ‘com

ing out’ of a di# erent kind – overw
eight people 

learning to accept them
selves and be accepted. Adult 

them
es and sexual content.

• Tribeca Film
 Festival, o"  cial selection, 2009

W
O

M
EN

 FILM
M

A
KERS FO

RU
M

8:00 PM
  W

illiam
 Kunstler: 

  
   D

isturbing the Universe
N

ickelodeon Cinem
as | 1 Tem

ple St.. Portland

D
irector: Em

ily Kunstler and Sarah Kunstler
Country: U

SA | 2009 | D
ocum

entary
D

uration: 85 m
in. 

Language: English

In W
illiam

 Kunstler: D
isturbing The Universe, ! lm

m
ak-

ers Em
ily Kunstler and Sarah Kunstler explore the life 

of their father, the late radical civil rights law
yer. In the 

1960s and 70s, W
illiam

 Kunstler fought for civil rights 
w

ith M
artin Luther King Jr. and represented the fam

ed 
“Chicago 8” activists w

ho protested the Vietnam
 W

ar. 
W

hen the inm
ates took over Attica prison, or w

hen the 
Am

erican Indian M
ovem

ent stood up to the federal 
governm

ent at W
ounded Knee, they asked Kunstler to 

be their law
yer. To his daughters, it seem

ed that he w
as 

at the center of everything im
portant that had ever 

happened. This pow
erful ! lm

 not only recounts the 
historic causes that Kunstler fought for; it also reveals a 
m

an that even his ow
n daughters did not alw

ays under-
stand, a m

an w
ho risked public outrage and the safety 

of his fam
ily so that justice could serve all.

• In person: D
irectors Em

ily and Sarah Kunstler
• Sundance Film

 Festival, 2009
• N

ew
 O

rleans H
um

an Rights Film
 Festival, W

inner, 
G

rand Jury Aw
ard for Best Feature, 2009
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5:00 PM
 The D

ebt
N

ickelodeon Cinem
as | 1 Tem

ple St., Portland

D
irector: Assaf Bernstein

Country: Israel | 2007 | Feature
D

uration: 93 m
in.  

Language: Hebrew
, Germ

an & Russian w
/ English subtitles

Forty years after the supposed capture of the ! ctional 
N

azi w
ar crim

inal know
n as “The Surgeon of Birkenau,” 

tw
o ex-M

ossad agents are alerted that he m
ay still be 

alive. D
esperate to keep their secret—

that the Surgeon 
actually escaped im

prisonm
ent under their w

atch—
they head to the U

kraine to ! nd him
 and ! nish the job. 

The suspenseful pursuit w
ill keep you on the edge of 

your seat.

5:30-6:30 PM
   Behind the Scenes 

Salt Institute for D
ocum

entary Study 
561 Congress St., Portland

A conversation w
ith independent 

! lm
m

aker/director Erik Kesten

D
on’t m

iss this opportunity to hear w
hat it takes to 

create an aw
ard-w

inning docum
entary and be part 

of an intim
ate conversation w

ith the director of Holy 
Land Hardball (2009). This event is free and open to the 
public. M

ake sure to purchase a ticket for the 7:00 PM
 

screening of the ! lm
!

7:00 PM
 H

oly Land H
ardball

N
ickelodeon Cinem

as | 1 Tem
ple St., Portland

D
irector: Erik Kesten and Brett Rapkin

Country: U
nited States | 2009 

D
ocum

entary
D

uration: 84 m
in.  

Language: English, H
ebrew

 w
ith English subtitles.

7:00 PM
 A M

atter of Size
O

lin Arts Center | Bates College, Lew
iston

D
irector: Erez Tadm

or | Sharon M
aym

on
Country: G

erm
an | 2009 | Feature

D
uration: 90 m

in.  
Language: H

ebrew
 & Japanese w

ith English subtitles

A M
atter of Size is an absolutely enjoyable ! lm

. H
erzl 

(Itzik Cohen) is and alw
ays has been overw

eight. N
ew

ly 
unem

ployed, living at hom
e w

ith his m
other in Ram

la 
and banished from

 his w
eight-loss program

, he ! nds 
him

self w
ashing dishes in a Japanese restaurant. There, 

he is introduced to sum
o w

restling. The sport, w
here 

size is an asset, transform
s H

erzl. W
ith a few

 large 
friends, he pursues his new

 found passion, w
hich trans-

form
s all of their lives and gives them

 an entirely new
 

perspective on life. A M
atter of Size is a com

edy about 
a ‘com

ing out’ of a di# erent kind – overw
eight people 

learning to accept them
selves and be accepted. Adult 

them
es and sexual content.

• Tribeca Film
 Festival, o"  cial selection, 2009
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2:00 PM
  H

AG
N

ickelodeon Cinem
as | 1 Tem

ple St., Portland

D
irector: Yisrael Lifshutz

Country: U.S. | 2007 | M
ocum

entary
D

uration: 93 m
in. 

Language: English 

HAG is a serio-com
ic hybrid of fact and ! ction chroni-

cling the life of Yisrael “Izzi” Lifschutz. H
e has acted 

in and/or consulted on such H
ollyw

ood ! lm
s as The 

Chosen, Stranger Am
ong Us and the independent classic 

Pi (w
hich he also co-produced). This outrageously funny 

m
ockum

entary is a survey of Jew
ish visibility in cinem

a 
and ! ctionalized history w

ith archival “behind the 
scenes” footage, interview

s, and staged scenes. It also 
goes beyond its hum

or to speak to contem
porary Jew

-
ish experience.  Lifshutz, w

hile “H
AGing” the spotlight 

boasts, “I’m
 so anim

ated they call m
e the kosher ham

!”

• In person: D
irector, Yisrael Lifshutz

5:00 PM
  N

oodle
N

ickelodeon Cinem
as | 1 Tem

ple St., Portland

D
irector: Ayelet M

enahem
i

Country: Israel | 2007 | Feature
D

uration: 95 m
in.  

Language: H
ebrew

, M
andarin, w

/English subtitles

At 37, M
iri is a tw

ice-w
idow

ed, El Al " ight attendant. 
H

er w
ell-regulated existence is suddenly turned upside 

dow
n by an abandoned Chinese boy w

hose m
igrant-

w
orker m

other has been sum
m

arily deported from
 

Israel. A touching com
ic-dram

a in w
hich tw

o hum
an 

beings – as di# erent from
 each other as Tel Aviv is 

from
 Beijing – accom

pany each other on a rem
ark-

able journey, both hoping that it takes them
 back to a 

m
eaningful life.

• M
ontreal W

orld Film
 Festival, G

rand Prize of the 
Jury, 2008

7:00 PM
  Leaving the Fold

N
ickelodeon Cinem

as | 1 Tem
ple St., Portland

D
irector: Eric R. Scott

Country: Canada | 2008 | D
ocum

entary 
D

uration: 52 m
in.  

Language: English

Leaving The Fold is a docum
entary, w

hich tells the story 
of ! ve young people born and raised w

ithin the ultra-
O

rthodox Jew
ish w

orld w
ho no longer w

ish to rem
ain 

on the inside. As children they grew
 up in a closed 

society w
here deviation from

 the rules of conduct is 
often punishable by ostracism

, intim
idation or w

orse. 
As young adults they pay a steep price for abandon-
ing their parents and com

m
unity to seek the freedom

 
to m

ake their ow
n choices. From

 the H
asidic enclaves 

of M
ontreal, Brooklyn and Jerusalem

 com
e stories of 

con" ict, coercion and struggle. 

• In Person: D
irector, Eric Scott
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Tickets are $8 per screening, $6 for students and for adults over 65. O

pening N
ight Party tick-

ets are $25. Advance purchase is strongly recom
m

ended.  In the event that a ! lm
 sells out, 

standby seating w
ill be available for all screenings on a ! rst com

e-! rst serve basis. Please call 
207-831-7495 or visit w

w
w

.m
j# .org for updates on ticket availability.

,
334(

5
67/8

93&-
966

Save on regular ticket prices and ensure seating at all show
s w

ith an $91 All-Festival Pass. 
The pass is valid for every event except the O

pening N
ight Party and O

pening N
ight Film

. 
There w

ill be a lim
ited num

ber of passes, so order soon!

Ticket and All-Festival Pass holders m
ust arrive and be in line 15 m

in. prior to show
tim

e. 
Anyone arriving after that m

ay not be adm
itted, even w

ith a purchased ticket or pass.

M
oney should not be a barrier to participating in the Festival. Please call us at 207-831-7495 

if you need discounted tickets.

:
;
<
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5
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Tickets go on sale beginning February 25, 2010 at noon. H
ere’s how

 to order tickets:

1. M
JFF tickets are available for purchase online or by phone through Brow

n Paper Tickets. 
Please visit w

w
w

.m
j# .org or contact Brow

n Paper Tickets directly at w
w

w
.brow

npapertick-
ets.com

 for details. Brow
n Paper Tickets charges a service fee of 99¢ per ticket plus a credit 

card processing fee of 2.5%
 of the base ticket price. 1-800-838-3006

2. Send in the attached order form
 w

ith a personal check and have tickets m
ailed to you. A 

$3.00 service charge is applied to each order. M
JFF, P.O

. Box 7465, Portland, M
E 04112.

All tickets ordered by 5:00 PM
 on M

arch 13 w
ill be m

ailed. All orders purchased after 
M

arch 13 w
ill be held at the door of the screening venue starting opening night, 

Saturday, M
arch 20, 2010.  After the 13th, tickets w

ill only be available through 
Brow

n Paper Tickets or at the door.

,
005

66/>
/3/7?

N
ickelodeon Cinem

as, M
aine H

istorical Society and the O
lin Arts Center are accessible to 

people w
ith disabilities. Please call ahead or em

ails us at ! lm
fest@

m
j# .org w

ith any special 
needs. W

e w
ill m

ake every e# ort to accom
m

odate you.
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M
5:30-6:30 PM

 LG
BT Film

 Forum
 Reception

Salt Institute for D
ocum

entary Study
561 Congress St., Portland
M

JFF and Salt Institute for D
ocum

entary Studies invite 
you to a reception prior to the screening of The Secrets. 
Com

e celebrate the GLBT Film
 Forum

! Join us for ap-
petizers, drinks and good com

pany.  This event is lim
ited 

to The Secrets ticket holders.  

7:00 PM
  The Secrets

N
ickelodeon Cinem

as | 1 Tem
ple St., Portland 

D
irector: Avi N

esher
Country: Israel/France | 2007 | Feature
D

uration: 120 m
in.  

Language: French, H
ebrew

 w
ith English subtitles

Transport tw
o young w

om
en to a sem

inary in the holy 
city of Safed, throw

 in a m
urder m

ystery, a French cin-
em

a legend, a klezm
er-playing pharm

acist and a lesbian 
love story and you’ve got The Secrets – the astonishing 
new

 O
rthodox-fem

inist feature from
 Israeli m

averick 
Avi N

esher. D
evout N

aom
i (Ania Bokstein) dream

s of 
becom

ing the ! rst fem
ale rabbi and quickly establishes 

herself as the sem
inary bo$  n, to the annoyance of cos-

m
opolitan M

ichelle (M
ichal Shtam

ler), w
ho arrives from

 
France m

oodily chain-sm
oking. But the tw

o becom
e 

closer w
hen they help dying outcast Anouk (Fanny 

Ardant) w
ith a series of Tikunim

 Kabbalistic rituals to 
cleanse her m

urky past – w
hile m

aking discoveries 
about their ow

n sexuality and debating their future as 
orthodox w

om
en. Adult them

es and sexual content.
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5:00 PM
 The Strangers

N
ickelodeon Cinem

as | 1 Tem
ple St., Portland 

D
irector: G

uy N
attiv, Erez Tadm

or
Country: Israel | 2007 | Feature
D

uration: 84 m
in. 

Language: English, French, H
ebrew

, Arabic w
/English 

subtitles 

H
e’s Israeli, she’s Palestinian. They m

eet in Berlin during 
the frenzy of the W

orld Cup ! nals w
here relief at run-

ning into som
ebody from

 “hom
e” quickly turns to desire. 

Can love trum
p politics? Sexy, brave, and provocative, 

Strangers is a true high w
ire act.  Adult them

es and 
sexual content.

• G
rand Jury Prize nom

inee at the 2008 Sundance 
Film

 Festival.

PREM
IERE EV

EN
T

7:00 PM
  Canvasm

an
N

ickelodeon Cinem
as | 1 Tem

ple St., Portland 

D
irector: G

ary Robinov
Country: U.S | 2010 | D

ocum
entary

D
uration: 90 m

in.  
Language: English
 Canvasm

an, directed by 
Portland native, G

ary Robinov, 
chronicles the dual lives of 
Rob Elow

itch, art collector and 
ow

ner of the prestigious Barri-
do#  G

alleries, w
ho for the last 

forty years has also w
restled 

professionally under the “m
at 

nam
e” Robbie Ellis. The ! lm

 is 
a portrait of a m

an w
ho is less 

concerned w
ith doing w

hat 
is expected of him

 than he is 
w

ith living a life fueled by pas-
sion. H

is journey is one that 
teaches us that even if they 
take us in unlikely directions, if 
w

e follow
 our hearts, w

e can 
live our lives uninhibited by 
age and stereotypes and ! nd 
out w

ho w
e really are.

• In Person: D
irector, G

ary Robinov and star, Rob 
Elow

itch

9:00 PM
  Artist Reception: Canvasm

an  
Salt Institute for D

ocum
entary Study

561 Congress St. Portland

M
JFF invites you to our reception to celebrate the 

prem
iere event of Canvasm

an. Com
e m

ingle w
ith 

director and Portland resident G
ary Robinov, as w

ell 
as Rob Elow

itch, star of Canvasm
an.  This event is 

lim
ited to Canvasm

an ticket holders. Please keep your 
ticket stub for adm

ittance.

W
atch for surprise appearances throughout the festival!
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